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Call to Worship 
 

The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 
 
    he refreshes my soul.                                                      Psalm 23:1,2 

 

A Gathering Prayer 
 

Creator God, Great shepherd of the sheep, we praise you. 

As members of your flock, we thank you  

for the wonderful way you surround us with your love.  

With all your children throughout the world, we praise you. 

Loving Lord, we rejoice  

that you have guided us through the pandemic to this moment.  

You are the shepherd who never neglects the flock for a second;  

The shepherd who handles his foolish and stubborn sheep  

with infinite patience and carries all those who struggle or despair. 

Holy Spirit, give us your strength and courage,  

fill us with your peace as we come to worship you this day. 
 

Hymn: All people that on earth do dwell  
 

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 

 sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

 Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell; 

 come ye before Him and rejoice. 
 

2 The Lord, ye know, is God indeed: 

 without our aid He did us make: 

 we are His folk, He doth us feed; 

 and for His sheep He doth us take. 
 

3 For why? The Lord our God is good; 

 His mercy is for ever sure; 

 His truth at all times firmly stood, 

 and shall from age to age endure. 
 

4 To God Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 

 the God whom heaven and earth adore; 

 from men and from the angel host, 

 be praise and glory and glory evermore. 

     Amen. 
 

Collect 
 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NC5FfEavPM4


that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

Bible reading : Acts 4:5-12 
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in 

Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, 

Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John 

brought before them and began to question them: ‘By what power or what 

name did you do this?’ 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of the 

people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown 

to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know 

this, you and all the people of Israel: it is by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 

man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is 

‘“the stone you builders rejected, 

    which has become the cornerstone.” 
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to mankind by which we must be saved.’ 
 

Hymn: I will sing the wondrous story 
 

1 I will sing the wondrous story 

 of the Christ who died for me – 

 how He left His home in glory 

 for the cross on Calvary. 

 Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 

 of the Christ who died for me – 

 sing it with the saints in glory, 

 gathered by the crystal sea. 
 

2 I was lost: but Jesus found me, 

 found the sheep that went astray, 

 raised me up and gently led me 

 back into the narrow way. 

 Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 

 of the Christ who died for me – 

 sing it with the saints in glory, 

 gathered by the crystal sea. 
 

3 Days of darkness still may meet me, 

 sorrow’s path I oft may tread; 

 but the Saviour still is with me, 

 by His hand I’m safely led. 

 Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d53bmgpiEws


 of the Christ who died for me – 

 sing it with the saints in glory, 

 gathered by the crystal sea. 
 

4   He will keep me till the river 

 rolls its waters at my feet: 

 then He’ll bear me safely over, 

 where the loved ones I shall meet. 

     Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 

 of the Christ who died for me – 

 sing it with the saints in glory, 

 gathered by the crystal sea. 
 

Bible Reading: John 10:11-18  
 

11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So 

when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then 

the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a 

hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 ‘I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – 15 just 

as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for 

the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheepfold. I must bring 

them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and 

one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life – 

only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 

own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 

This command I received from my Father.’ 
 

Reflection 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Holy God, we confess that we do get it wrong  

and have sometimes strayed from your ways just like lost sheep.  

We have often been selfish and too concerned with getting our own way;  

we have failed to follow you and we are sorry.  

Help us to see ourselves as you see us  

and help us to hand our lives over to you.  

Speak directly to each one of us the word of pardon and forgiveness.  

We know how much you love each one of us  

and we are so sorry when we let you down. 

We ask this prayer in the Name of Jesus,  

our Lord and Saviour.  

Amen 
 

 



Song: The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want 
 

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 

 He makes me lie in pastures green. 

 He leads me by the still, still waters, 

 His goodness restores my soul. 

  And I will trust in You alone, 

  and I will trust in You alone, 

  for Your endless mercy follows me, 

  Your goodness will lead me home. 
   

2 He guides my ways in righteousness, 

 and He anoints my head with oil, 

 and my cup, it overflows with joy, 

 I feast on His pure delights. 

  And I will trust . . . 
 

3 And though I walk the darkest path, 

 I will not fear the evil one, 

 for You are with me, and Your rod and staff 

 are the comfort I need to know. 

  And I will trust . . . 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

As we entwine our hands in prayer, 

so we entwine our love, our care, our thoughts, 

our concerns for those whose names and situations we pray for. 
 

As our hands entwine, we see the world is linked, 

so our prayers are for the world and all its people. 
 

O Lord our God you are the shepherd of your sheep; 

of those who are faithful and stay near, 

of those who wander and are far off, 

of those who know you and those who don’t, 

of those who have heard your name 

and those for whom your name is a mystery yet to be revealed. 
 

Shepherd of the sheep, 

we bring our prayers for them all. 
 

For those who are lost or alone or lonely, 

struggling through life with no one to guide them, 

to protect and shelter them, to care for and sustain them; 

for those without family, without friends, without roots, without homes. 
 

Shepherd of the sheep, 

we bring our prayers for them all. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak


For those with no food and no money to buy it, 

for those who day to day struggle to feed themselves and their family 

and who feel they have nowhere to turn and no one to turn too; 

praying especially for those in our own country who need to use food banks, 

that they may find there the support they need and life lines in these times; 

we pray especially as well for the people of Brazil, 

especially those in living in the favelas  

where over half have barely enough food for one meal a day. 
 

Shepherd of the sheep, 

we bring our prayers for them all. 
 

For those who follow you in peril of their lives, 

fearful of arrest and persecution, 

and thinking at this time especially of those in China  

for whom worship is not easy. 
 

Shepherd of the sheep, 

we bring our prayers for them all. 
 

For peoples of all faith who seek peace and harmony 

but are challenged with sectarian views and violent extremists, 

who fear for their lives and their communities and their very existence. 
 

Shepherd of the sheep, 

we bring our prayers for them all. 
 

For those who struggle with damaged relationships and domestic violence, 

those who feel trapped and who see little option  

but the life they have and the path it has taken; 

that someone somewhere, will show them a better way, a safety net, 

a safe house and home and way of life. 
 

Shepherd of the sheep, 

we bring our prayers for them all. 
 

For those whose lives have been turned upside down by the Covid pandemic, 

through illness itself, through isolation, fear, hardship,  

unemployment, debt, overwork, stress or grief; 

may the world pull together to help and support and vaccinate 

and may all see and know that until the world is vaccinated  

none of us are safe. 
 

Shepherd of the sheep, 

we bring our prayers for them all. 
 

We pray for the people and situations whose images and pictures and words 

have imprinted themselves on our lives this last week, 

we see them now in our minds eye  

and for them all in a moment of quiet we pray. 



 

Shepherd of the sheep, 

we bring our prayers for them all. 
 

O Lord our God, you are the shepherd of your sheep, 

bless all those for whom we have prayed 

and bless us, each one of us as we seek to help those we can, 

those we encounter as we live out our lives. 

May our feet walk for you, may our hands touch for you, 

may our voices speak for you 

and may our ears hear the needs of those who speak. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 

Hymn: Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father 
 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

 there is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

 Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not, 

 as Thou hast been Thou for ever wilt be. 

  Great is Thy faithfulness, 

  great is Thy faithfulness; 

  morning by morning 

  new mercies I see; 

  all I have needed 

  Thy hand hath provided – 

  great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2 Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest, 

 sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Great%20is%20Thy%20faithfulness,%20O%20God%20my%20Father


 join with all nature in manifold witness 

 to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

  Great is Thy faithfulness . . . 
 

3 Pardon for sin, and a peace that endureth, 

 Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

  Great is Thy faithfulness . . . 
 

A Personal Prayer 
 

In the days when I walk in the shadows  

longing to feel the sunshine,  

remind me of your presence  

as the shepherd who cares for your sheep;  

reassure me that whatever I go through,  

you are there with me,  

leading me through into greener pasture. 

Amen. 

The Blessing 
 

The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 
 


