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Call to Worship 
 

The laws of the LORD are right, 

    and those who obey them are happy. 

The commands of the LORD are just 

    and give understanding to the mind. 

Reverence for the LORD is good; 

    it will continue forever. 

The judgments of the LORD are just; 

    they are always fair. 

Show me your ways, LORD, 

    teach me your paths. 

Guide me in your truth and teach me, 

    for you are God my Saviour, 

    and my hope is in you all day long.                                Psalm 19:8, 9 
 

Opening Words 
 

Holy God, as we meet together in our homes today, 

we ask that you renew our love for you. 

Open our eyes to see fresh things, 

open our ears to hear with more clarity, 

open our minds to recognise new ideas - 

that we may be willing to grow and change 

and to become more like your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn: Let all the world in every corner sing 
 

1 Let all the world in every corner sing, 

 ‘My God and King!’ 

 The heavens are not too high; 

 His praise may thither fly: 

 the earth is not too low; 

 His praises there may grow. 

 Let all the world in every corner sing, 

 ‘My God and King!’ 
 

2 Let all the world in every corner sing, 

 ‘My God and King!’ 

 The Church with psalms must shout, 

 no door can keep them out: 

 but, above all, the heart 

 must bear the longest part. 

 Let all the world in every corner sing, 

 ‘My God and King!’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XBJYphWv4g


The Collect of the Day 
 

Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer of Adoration 
 

O Lord, we ask that you may clear our hearts  

and our minds of all unrighteous clutter. 

As we seek to be your Church in our day, 

drive out from amongst us all that is unworthy of you. 

Let us think not of human transactions, 

of our losses and gains, 

for we meet, apart but as one,  

under the banner of your love 

a love that demands no price but our love in return. 

So help us Lord to sacrifice all that we are,  

and all that we have, to your service, 

as Jesus sacrificed everything for us. 

Amen. 

Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
  

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.’ 
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 

philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did 

not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 

preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for 

wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling-block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than human strength. 
 

Hymn: We love the place, O God (sorry no decent lyrics video, but the singing’s good!) 

1 We love the place, O God, 

 wherein Thine honour dwells; 

 the joy of Thine abode 

 all earthly joy excels. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aQEoSY82fo


2 It is the house of prayer, 

 wherein Thy servants meet; 

 and Thou, O Lord, art there, 

 Thy chosen flock to greet. 
 

3 We love the word of life, 

 the word that tells of peace, 

 of comfort in the strife, 

 and joys that never cease. 
 

4 We love to sing below 

 of mercies freely given; 

 but O we long to know 

 the triumph-song of heaven. 
 

5 Lord Jesus, give us grace, 

 on earth to love Thee more, 

 in heaven to see Thy face, 

 and with Thy saints adore. 
 

Bible reading: John 2:13-22 
 

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and 

doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip 

out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he 

scattered the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 To 

those who sold doves he said, ‘Get these out of here! Stop turning my 

Father’s house into a market!’ 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: 

‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ 
18 The Jews then responded to him, ‘What sign can you show us to prove 

your authority to do all this?’ 
19 Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three 

days.’ 
20 They replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are 

going to raise it in three days?’ 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his 

body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had 

said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
 

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 

and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly 

about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get 

behind me, Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but 

merely human concerns.’ 



34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘Whoever 

wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 

loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for 

someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can 

anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed 

of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.’ 
 

Reflection 

Watch the video here     Listen to the podcast here     Read the reflection here 
 

A Personal Prayer 
 

Loving God, 

sweep into our lives 

and brush up the mess we make. 

Show us how to clean up our act 

and clear out the things that hold us back. 

Help us to declutter 

and be content with less. 

Polish away the dust 

that prevents us from enjoying what we have; 

and, above all, keep us true to you.  

Amen. 
 

Song: Lord of the Church, we pray for our renewing 
 

1 Lord of the Church, we pray for our renewing: 

 Christ over all, our undivided aim; 

 fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing, 

 wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame! 

 We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing, 

 the will that lacks the courage to be free, 

 the weary labours, all but unavailing, 

 to bring us nearer what a church should be. 
 

2 Lord of the Church, we seek a Father’s blessing, 

 a true repentance and a faith restored, 

 a swift obedience and a new possessing, 

 filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord! 

 We turn to Christ from all our restless striving, 

 unnumbered voices with a single prayer – 

 the living water for our souls’ reviving, 

 in Christ to live, and love and serve and care. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/PN2jKUBhZEo
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/john2.mp3
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/john2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Z__U5_ktdw


3 Lord of the Church, we long for our uniting, 

 true to one calling, by one vision stirred; 

 one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting, 

 one in the truth of Jesus and His word! 

 So lead us on; till toil and trouble ended, 

 one Church triumphant one new song shall sing, 

 to praise His glory, risen and ascended, 

 Christ over all, the everlasting King! 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Lord God, our ancestors turned the Temple into a marketplace;  

where are the marketplaces in our lives, O Lord? 

We confess that we are driven by the need to possess.  

In our greed, we plunder the earth of resources  

and fail to share the good things you have provided for our needs.  

We are obsessed with the work of human hands,  

making idols of our houses - and yours. 

Forgive us, and help us to see that your Church  

is eternally under construction - in us. 

Amen. 

Words of Assurance 
 

It’s hard, O Lord, when the message hits home; 

when we see, in the sins of our forebears, our own; 

when getting real has toppled our self-styled crowns 

and the weight of guilt drags us down. 

But you, dear Lord, always forgive, 

when in the Holy Spirit we choose to live. 

And so, we lift our heads bare and humbled, 

casting aside thinking that was dark and jumbled. 

In your forgiveness we find the light 

to walk again in the path that is right. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn: Beyond these walls of worship 
 

 

1 Beyond these walls of worship 

 in the stress and joy of life, 

 can we offer you our bodies 

 as a living sacrifice? 

 Will we keep you at the centre 

 far beyond the Sunday call? 

 Will we turn to you, be transformed by you; 

 still declare you God of all? 
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2elEBTNsic


2 Beyond these walls of worship, 

 in the times of work and rest, 

 will we display your love for all 

 when our faith's put to the test? 

 When the people that surround us 

 deny that you are there, 

 will we display our faith in you- 

 in life, in praise, in prayer? 
  

3 Beyond these walls of worship 

 may your Spirit strengthen us 

 to make the whole of life our worship 

 as we witness to your love. 

 From this hour in your presence 

 send us out now to proclaim 

 that we'll live our life as a sacrifice 

 to the glory of your name. 
 

Intercessions 
 

 

Lord of the universe, 

we pray for our world broken by persecution, warfare and strife. 

We commend to you the Uighur people in China, 

the people of Myanmar, and the people of Yemen. 
 

You desire harmony within and between nations; 

you yearn for everyone to know security and safety. 
 

Lord of the world and the church: 

bring healing and peace. 
  

Lord of the poor and the rich, 

we pray for those who live and labour in developing countries 

paid less than the amount they need to survive. 

We commend to your tender love those who are exploited, 

children who are paid pennies, those who work in sweatshops. 
 

You desire justice for all people; 

you yearn for all people to be treated fairly and equitably. 
 

Lord of the world and the church: 

bring healing and peace. 
  

Lord of the doctor and the patient, 

we pray for our world at this time of pandemic. 

We commend to you those who are suffering as a result of Covid-19; 

those who are working to combat the Brazilian mutation; 

those who are frightened and feel stressed. 
 



You desire wholeness and health for all people; 

you yearn for an end to the pandemic. 
 

Lord of the world and the church: 

bring healing and peace. 
  

Lord of the church and the cathedral, 

we pray for all places of worship throughout the world. 

We commend to you churchwardens, secretaries, treasurers,  

PCC members, cleaners, and those who work to maintain our buildings. 
 

You desire holiness in your children 

and in the places in which they worship. 
 

Lord of the world and the church: 

bring healing and peace.  
  

Lord of all in need, 

we bring to you the prayers of our hearts. 

We commend to you those about whom we are especially concerned, 

praying especially this Sunday for Nicci Maxwell in Uganda 

having to cope with the temporary absence of her senior nurse. 

Give her strength and encouragement in all that she seeks to do for you,  

and bless the ministry of the medical centre in Potters Village.  

You desire that your children care for one another. 

Lord of the world and the church: 

bring healing and peace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 



Well let's close with an uplifting hymn. I hope you like this version of it sung by 

Young Oceans. They collaborate with other Christian groups such as Leelands. 
 

Hymn: Praise the Lord! ye heav'ns adore him 
 

Praise the Lord! ye heav'ns adore him; 

Praise him angels, in the height;  

Sun and moon, rejoice before him;  

Praise him, all ye stars of light.  
 

Praise the Lord! for he has spoken;  

Worlds his mighty voice obeyed;  

Laws which never shall be broken  

For their guidance he has made.  
 

All creation join the song of praise 

Let every tongue declare His mighty ways. 

And we will sing of Your goodness and mercy 

All our days. 
 

Praise the Lord! for he is glorious;  

Never shall his promise fail;  

God has made his saints victorious;  

Sin and death shall not prevail.  
 

All creation join the song of praise 

Let every tongue declare His mighty ways. 

And we will sing of Your goodness and mercy 

All of our days. 
 

Glory 

Glory 

All glory to You Lord [x 4] 
 

Praise the God of our salvation!  

Hosts on high his pow'r proclaim;  

Heav'n, and earth, and all creation,  

Laud and magnify his name.  
 

All creation join the song of praise 

Let every tongue declare His mighty ways. 

And we will sing of Your goodness and mercy 

All of our days. 
 

A Closing Prayer 
 

Jesus spoke and Jesus acted; 

the disciples remembered, and later understood. 

Lord, help us to take into our lives and into our world, 

words of healing and acts of love, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sx9I_amxyCA


words of passion and acts of service, 

in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

The Blessing 
 

May the wisdom of God the Father inform your minds; 

may the love of God the Son, inflame your hearts; 

may the grace of God the Holy Spirt enlighten your whole being; 

that, as God’s children, you may be faithful prophets,  

disciples and saints for today’s world. 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  

be with you and remain with you  

now and always.  

Amen. 
 


