
The Parish Churches of 

St James Birkdale and 

St Peter's Birkdale 
 

 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

20th December 2020 
A short act of worship for use in people's 

homes whilst churches are closed. 



Call to Worship 

O Lord, you alone are my hope. 

    I‟ve trusted you, O LORD, from childhood. 
 Yes, you have been with me from birth; 

    from my mother‟s womb you have cared for me. 

    No wonder I am always praising you!                                         Psalm 71:5-6 
 

A Gathering Prayer  

and the Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle 
 

 

As we gather today  

in this holy season of Advent, 

we light the fourth candle, 

trusting that you will always bring 

your promise of love to completion. 

God, among us, in hope and expectation 

in fulfilment and flourishing. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn: O come, O come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

  Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 

  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

2 O come, Thou rod of Jesse, free 

 Thine own from Satan‟s tyranny; 

 from depths of hell Thy people save, 

 and give them victory o‟er the grave. 

  Rejoice, rejoice . . . 
 

3 O come, Thou dayspring, come and cheer 

 our spirits by Thine advent here; 

 disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death‟s dark shadows put to flight. 

  Rejoice, rejoice . . . 
 

4 O come, Thou key of David, come 

 and open wide our heavenly home; 

 make safe the way that leads on high, 

 and close the path to misery. 

  Rejoice, rejoice . . . 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKu0or0t8Uw


5 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

 who to Thy tribes, on Sinai‟s height 

 in ancient times didst give the law 

 in cloud and majesty and awe. 

  Rejoice, rejoice . . . 
 

The Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Eternal God, 

as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 

so we wait for his coming in glory; 

bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 

to see, with her, our great salvation 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Advent Collect 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

 to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1- 11,16 

God's promise to David 
1Now when David, the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given 

him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet 

Nathan, „See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 

tent.‟ 3Nathan said to the king, „Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 

LORD is with you.‟ 
4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to 

live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 

Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did 

I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, „Why have you not built me 



a house of cedar?‟ 8Now therefore you shall say to my servant David: Thus 

says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 

sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever 

you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make 

for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will 

appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live 

in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them 

no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people 

Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord 

declares to you, David, that the Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and 

your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be 

established for ever.  
 

Song: Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed 
 

1 Jesus, God‟s righteousness revealed, 

 the Son of Man, the Son of God, 

 His kingdom comes. 

 Jesus, redemption‟s sacrifice, 

 now glorified, now justified, 

 His kingdom comes. 

  And His kingdom will know no end, 

  and its glory shall know no bounds, 

  for the majesty and power 

  of this kingdom’s King has come, 

  and this kingdom’s reign, 

  and this kingdom’s rule, 

  and this kingdom’s power and authority, 

  Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 
 

2 Jesus, the expression of God‟s love, 

 the grace of God, the word of God, 

 revealed to us. 

 Jesus, God‟s holiness displayed, 

 now glorifed, now justified, 

 His kingdom comes. 

  And His kingdom will know no end . . . 
 

Bible reading: Luke1:26-38 
 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin‟s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riZGHXSIGWE


Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 

this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have 

found favour with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you 

are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of 

the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end.”  

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called 

the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 

age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is 

impossible with God.”  

“I am the Lord‟s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 

Reflection 

Watch the video here    Listen to the podcast here   Read the reflection here 
 

 

Confession 
 

Lord, we confess that sometimes 

when we read the Bible, we think to ourselves 

„that was then‟, or „that was for them‟; 

it‟s not really anything to do with us. 

Open our eyes, Lord. 
 

We don‟t always want to hear your call to us. 

Open our ears, Lord. 
 

We don‟t want you to break into our lives. 

Open our minds, Lord. 
 

We don‟t believe you could choose us. 

Open our hearts, Lord. 
 

We pray that we might be more like Mary, 

not hesitating, but hearing your voice 

and being there, ready to do what you want us to. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn: Be it unto me 

Be it unto me 

According to your Word 

According to your promises 

I can stand secure 

Carve upon my heart 

The truth that sets me free 

According to your Word O Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_buLhUdRAE&feature=emb_logo
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/advent4sermon.mp3
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/advent4sermon.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZ-8v9VSpTg


Be it unto me x2 
 

You promised your blood will deliver 

Lord, we believe it's true 

You promised us joy like a river 

Lord we receive it from you 

These things you have spoken 

And you're bringing to pass 

This world's disappearing 

But your word will last 
 

Be it unto me 

According to your Word 

According to your promises 

I can stand secure 

Carve upon my heart 

The truth that sets me free 

According to your Word O Lord 

Be it unto me 
 

You promised to carry our sorrows 

Lord, we believe it's true 

You promised unending tomorrows 

Lord we receive them from you 

You'll be our Provider 

In Your word it's revealed 

By the strifes that You bore 

Lord We have been healed 
 

Be it unto me 

According to your Word 

According to your promises 

I can stand secure 

Carve upon my heart 

The truth that sets me free 

According to your Word O Lord 

Be it unto me 
 

Intercessions 
 

Gentle Father, 

you work in the most surprising ways! 

You sent your Son to the womb of a young unmarried woman. 

She said yes, and the saviour of the world was born! 

Let it be 

according to your word. 
 



Thank you for the many women of faith and holiness in the life of the church. 

Help us value their ministry and empower them to testify to the truth of the 

gospel. 

Let it be 

according to your word. 
 

Thank you for those who have been mothers to us and to others. 

Help us to value motherhood and all it brings 

and to encourage them with the example of Mary, the Mother of Christ. 

Let it be 

according to your word. 
 

We pray for those like Mary 

who find themselves pregnant unexpectedly and at a young age. 

Help us to support them, and comfort them  

with the knowledge of your love and care. 

Let it be 

according to your word. 
 

We pray for orphans 

and those who have lost their parents before time. 

We remember broken and disrupted families, 

those who, for whatever reason, will not be whole this coming Christmas. 

Help us to serve them with generosity of heart, 

and by your spirit heal their wounds. 

Let it be 

according to your word. 
 

We remember those who are suffering and sick, 

those who have died and those who have mourned. 

Gather them to yourself as a mother hen gathers her chicks. 

Let it be 

according to your word. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 



but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
 
 

1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

 Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 

 tender to me the promise of His word; 

 in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name! 

 Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done; 

 His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

 His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might! 

 Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 

 Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

 the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of His word! 

 Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure. 

 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

 to children‟s children and for evermore! 
 

A Personal Prayer 
 

Thank you, Lord, that your idea of time 

is very different from mine. 

Sometimes I find it difficult to be still and patient, 

to take the time to be really aware 

of your presence in my life. 

As you said ‘No’ to David, 

help me to understand that sometimes 

you say ‘No’ to me because the time 

just isn’t right for what I have in mind. 

As Mary said ‘Yes’ to you, 

help me to be ready to go where you send me, 

even if that means staying right where I am. 

Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 

Lord, we are your servants. 

Send us out into a new week, 

ready to be your light to those around us. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqwoqRo9N6E

