
The shepherds and the Angels 

 

 

That very birthday night, on the hillside 
surrounding the town of Bethlehem  shep-
herds kept watch over their sheep. 

The shepherds were terrified 

The Angel announced to them: 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news – full of great joy for everyone. 
Today in the Royal city of Bethlehem, 
the Life-Saver has been born to you. 
The boy is God’s promised Son. Go, 
have a look for yourself. You will 
know it is him as you will find the  
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 

The shepherds drew their cloaks 
around them for another night out 
with their sheep when all of a sudden, 
the air changed and something stood 
out in the sky: 

An Angel of the Lord appeared before 
them and the glory of the Lord shone 
about. Heaven’s joy was exploding all 
around them.  
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Suddenly, the sky lit up with a whole  
cascade of angels, hundreds of angels 
singing God’s praises: 

“Glory to God in the highest – This is 
all about peace to you, your  families, 
your friends and      neighbours! This 
is all about peace for this planet! This 
is all about God’s favour, love and him 
resting with you!” 

When the angels left, the shepherds 
agreed to go and find the baby: “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this baby 
that God has told us about.”  

They found Mary and Joseph, and 
there was the little baby, lying in 
the cattle trough in the stable. 
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The amazing news about the stable boy spread. And Mary? Well, she treasured 
these things up in her heart. 

The Shepherds? They returned to their sheep on the hills, but as changed men 
– now praising God who had shown them the gift of his stable boy living among 
them. 

Before they went back to the fields they 
told everyone about what had happened to 
them. “Have you not heard? Have you not 
seen? The God child has arrived!” 

The shepherds in the story were humble people, working all hours in all       
circumstances. People who were overlooked and undervalued like many key-
workers in our time.  

Before this strange year, keyworkers and their valuable contribution to our 
shared life were routinely overlooked.  Sometimes we only noticed them when 
things went wrong and we grumbled about the bad service we received.  

This year, amidst all the anxiety and loss, we’ve seen a change of attitude    
towards our keyworkers who are working hard and putting themselves at risk 
to serve us. We’ve stood on our doorsteps to clap and encourage them, we’ve 
painted rainbows for our windows and sent them cake and sandwiches to say 
thank you. I hope we don’t forget them when life returns to normal. 

Thank you keyworkers for everything that you have done to keep us going this 
year. 
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