
The beginning 

 

From the beginning the men of old had fore-
seen the day when God himself would make 
his home with us. The prophets declared it, 
and all of Israel awaited his arrival and the 
centuries passed…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surely the day would come. 

And then the heavenly orders were given, 
the plan was set into motion as God’s   
messengers carried the heavenly design. 

For unto us a child is born, 

          unto us a son is given, 

 and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
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Angel Gabriel and Mary 

 

It was in the sixth month, in a plain, little Israeli town of white-washed 
houses surrounded by fields, Nazareth of      
Galilee, where a young woman, soon to be      
married to Joseph was getting on with her daily 
life. Her name was Mary. 

God’s messenger approached Mary’s home, drew 
back the heavenly curtain to announce the      
heavenly orders. Angel Gabriel greeted Mary. 

“Mary it is good to see you! You have 
made God smile. You have won the  
highest of honours! The Lord God is with 
you.” 

Mary was afraid – what was this all about? 

So the Angel Gabriel continued: 

“Don’t be frightened Mary – you are 
God’s pride and joy and he delights in 
you. You are going to have a   baby son. 
He is the One that   everyone is waiting 
for – God’s King, the Son of God.” 

Mary asked 

“How will this be, since I am not yet married? 

The Angel replied, 

“The Holy Spirit will come over you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
The Lord God is His Father.” 

Mary trusted God and agreed to God’s plan, 

“I am the Lord’s servant and I shall be glad to 
do whatever God wants.” 
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Joseph and the Angel 

 

Joseph was a good man, a carpenter. When he heard 
the news about Mary having a baby he didn’t think 
they could get married any more. He did not want to 
shame her, but quietly put an end to their future plans 
to be married. But God had other plans and wanted 
Joseph to be the baby’s step dad. That night, when 
Joseph was sleeping, an Angel appeared to him in a 
dream and said: 

“Joseph, Joseph, do not be afraid. Take Mary as your wife. She is going 
to have God’s very own Son. Call the baby ‘Jesus’ – he is the One every-
one has been waiting for – he is the very One who will rescue everyone.” 

Joseph awoke with new hope, a 
changed heart and new resolve. 
He married Mary as the Angel 
had told him to and took care of 
her. 

Image: www.LumoProject.com 

Image: Good News Productions international CC: BY NC ND 

Image: www.LumoProject.com 


