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Call to worship 
 

But as for me, I will sing about your power. 

    Each morning I will sing with joy about your unfailing love. 

For you have been my refuge, 

    a place of safety when I am in distress. 

O my Strength, to you I sing praises, 

    for you, O God, are my refuge, 

    the God who shows me unfailing love.                                         Psalm 59:16-17 
 

Opening Prayer 
3 

Lord we have come this day to meet with you. 

This day we open ourselves up to your Spirit –  

come amongst us, Lord Jesus.  

This day we say we are sorry for all we have done wrong –  

forgive us, Lord Jesus. 

This day we can know that we are forgiven  

for all the times we have fallen short of your glory –  

thank you for accepting us as we are, Lord Jesus. 

This day we worship the Living God –  

praise to you, Lord Jesus. 
 

Pause 
 

Here we are Lord,  

come amongst us, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

Hymn: Who are these like stars appearing  
 

Who are these like stars appearing, 

these before God's throne who stand? 

Each a golden crown is wearing; 

who are all this glorious band? 

Alleluia! Hark, they sing, 

praising loud their heav'nly King. 
 

Who are these of dazzling brightness, 

these in God's own truth arrayed, 

clad in robes of purest whiteness, 

robes whose lustre ne'er shall fade, 

ne'er be touched by time's rude hand? 

Whence come all this glorious band? 
 

These are they who have contended 

for their Saviour's honour long, 

wrestling on 'til life was ended, 

foll'wing not the sinful throng; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L3V6tb3vg5s


these, who well the fight sustained, 

triumph thro' the Lamb have gained. 
 

These are they whose hearts were riven, 

sore with woe and anguish tried, 

who in pray'r full oft have striven 

with the God they glorified; 

now, their painful conflict o'er, 

God has bid them weep no more. 
 

These, like priests, have watched and waited, 

off'ring up to Christ their will; 

soul and body consecrated, 

day and night to serve him still: 

now in God's most holy place 

blest they stand before his face. 
 
 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

you have knit together your elect 

into one communion and fellowship 

in the mystical body of your Son. 

Give us grace to follow your blessed saints 

in all virtuous and godly living, 

that we may come to those unspeakable joys 

which you have prepared for those who unfeignedly love you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

(Written by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer for the 1549 Book of Common Prayer; based on Ephesians 4.11-13) 
 

Bible reading: Revelation 7:9-17  
 

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm 

branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: 

„Salvation belongs to our God, 

who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.‟ 

All the angels were standing round the throne and round the elders and the four 

living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshipped 

God, saying: 

„Amen! 

Praise and glory 



and wisdom and thanks and honour 

and power and strength 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!‟ 

Then one of the elders asked me, „These in white robes – who are they, and 

where did they come from?‟ 

I answered, „Sir, you know.‟ 

And he said, „These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. Therefore, 

„they are before the throne of God 

    and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne 

    will shelter them with his presence. 

“Never again will they hunger; 

    never again will they thirst. 

The sun will not beat down on them,” 

    nor any scorching heat. 

For the Lamb at the centre of the throne 

    will be their shepherd; 

“he will lead them to springs of living water.” 

    “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”‟ 

Song: Before the throne  
 

Before the throne of God above 

I have a strong, a perfect plea: 

A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 

Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

My name is graven on His hands, 

My name is written on His heart; 

I know that while in heaven He stands 

No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 

When Satan tempts me to despair, 

And tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look, and see Him there 

Who made an end of all my sin. 

Because the sinless Saviour died, 

My sinful soul is counted free; 

For God, the Just, is satisfied 

To look on Him and pardon me. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LULK2nZ6sCc


 

Behold Him there! the risen Lamb! 

My perfect, spotless Righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I AM, 

the King of glory and of grace! 

One with Himself, I cannot die; 

My soul is purchased by His blood; 

My life is hid with Christ on high, 

With Christ, my Saviour and my God. 
 

Reflection 

Revd Ian Mainey 
 

Watch the video here  

Listen to the podcast here 

Read a transcript here  
 

Time of Remembering 

We remember before God those who have died during the past year, and entrust 

their loved ones to God‟s comfort and care. 
 

After the names of those who have died during the past year have been read a candle 

will be lit in remembrance of them.  
 

Confession 
 

Jesus, you showed us holiness in action through the way you lived your life.  

You gave away your power in the service of others  

and turned our understanding of what it means to be blessed on its head. 

We confess the difficulties we experience in living as you lived and 

loving as you loved. 
 

We confess how easy it is to concentrate on our own pleasures –  

taking note of the plight of many in the world  

only as the news momentarily grabs our attention. 

We confess our capacity to be so consumed by our own agendas  

that our concern for the needs of others shrinks all too rapidly. 
 

We confess our failure to act when we see around us  

weakness, pain, suffering and powerlessness.  
 

A time of silent confession 
 

We confess our reluctance to love our enemies  

and to do good to those who dislike or even hate us. 

We confess the ease with which we become conformed  

to the world’s standards rather than facing  

the challenge of conforming to those of Christ. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtDJi2JG25I
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/revelation7.mp3
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/revelation7.pdf


Stir up your Spirit in us, Lord,  

that we may experience the happiness and blessing  

of being your disciples in more than name only. 

Strengthen us to be people who sing and live your song of love;  

who willingly serve our neighbours - even those we don‟t especially like;  

who seek justice and mercy for all  

and who truly repent of what is past  

and look with anticipation for what is yet to come.  

This we pray in your name and for your sake. Amen. 
 

The Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

“In Christ… when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,  

and had believed in him, you also were marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit; 

this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God‟s own people.”                         

(Ephesians 1: 13, 14) 

Hear again the word of truth: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God!                                                    based on Hebrews 12:1-2 
 

Song: Sing a song of celebration 
 

Sing a song of celebration, 

lift up a shout of praise, 

for the Bridegroom will come, 

the glorious One. 

And O, we will look on his face; 

we'll go to a much better place. 
 

Dance with all your might, 

lift up your hands and clap for joy: 

the time's drawing near 

when he will appear. 

And O, we will stand by his side; 

a strong, pure, spotless bride. 
 

O, we will dance on the streets that are golden,  

the glorious bride and the great Son of man,  

from every tongue and tribe and nation  

will join in the song of the Lamb.  
 

Sing a song of celebration, 

lift up a shout of praise, 

for the Bridegroom will come, 

the glorious One. 

And O, we will look on his face; 

we'll go to a much better place. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pisjLvtcLj4&feature=emb_logo


Dance with all your might, 

lift up your hands and clap for joy: 

the time's drawing near 

when he will appear. 

And O, we will stand by his side; 

a strong, pure, spotless bride. 
 

O, we will dance on the streets that are golden,  

the glorious bride and the great Son of man,  

from every tongue and tribe and nation  

will join in the song of the Lamb. 
 

Sing aloud for the time of rejoicing is near 

(sing aloud for the time of rejoicing is near). 

The risen King, our Groom, is soon to appear 

(the risen King, our Groom, is soon to appear). 

The wedding feast to come is now near at hand 

(the wedding feast to come is now near at hand). 

Lift up your voice, proclaim the coming Lamb 

(lift up your voice, proclaim the coming Lamb). 
 

O, we will dance on the streets that are golden,  

the glorious bride and the great Son of man,  

from every tongue and tribe and nation  

will join in the song of the Lamb. X2 
 

Prayers 
 

 

We give you praise heavenly father for holy men and women  

who have been an inspiration to us,  

for those who have set us an example to follow.  

We remember those who were fully dedicated  

to you and your glory,  

those holy martyrs who looked forward to entering  

your kingdom,  

men and women who stood up for the faith,  

and set themselves against evil.  

May your church be inspired by their lives,  

seek to keep before it their dedication,  

and follow after their vision.  

We pray for all who are seeking to fulfil their vocation,  

for all who seek to quietly dedicate themselves  

to you and your glory.  

Lord of the saints,  

strengthen our faith.  
 



Blessed are you, Lord our God.  

You have called us to a world  

full of good things.  

We thank you for all who have set out to improve our world.  

We pray for all who work in conservation,  

for those who care for others,  

for all who have sacrificed themselves in the service of others,  

for those who seek to live simply that others may simply live.  

Lord of the saints,  

strengthen our faith.  
 

We give you thanks for those who taught us the faith,  

for those who gave generously and sacrificially for us,  

for all who have led us in the ways of goodness and truth.  

We pray that our homes and our work may be places of holiness,  

that we may be an example to others.  

Lord of the saints,  

strengthen our faith.  
 

We pray for all who are being persecuted or suffering for their faith;  

all who are facing mockery and scorn,  

all whose faith is being tested at this time.  

We pray for all in sickness  

and for those approaching death.  

Lord of the saints,  

strengthen our faith.  
 

Lord, grant us a share in the inheritance of your saints in glory.  

May we at the last be part of the church which is victorious.  

We give thanks today for all your saints,  

and we join our praises with theirs.  

Lord of the saints,  

strengthen our faith.  
 

Merciful father, 

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
 

And as Jesus taught us so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 



on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: For all the saints 
 

For all the saints who from their labours rest, 

Who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy name, O Jesu, be for ever blest: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Closing prayer 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who enkindles the flame of your love in the hearts of the saints, 

grant unto us the same faith and power of love; 

that as we rejoice in their triumphs, 

we may profit by their examples. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.                                                                     (Gothic Missal, 7th Century) 
 

Blessing 
 

May God give us grace to follow the saints 

in humility, righteousness and peace. 

And may the blessing of the God of hope, 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 

go with us and remain with us, 

always. 

Amen. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOC0Mb--FWY


Bonus track (we haven't had one for some time!) 
 

Song : You're the Lion of Judah 
 

You‟re the Lion of Judah, the Lamb that was slain, 

You ascended to heaven and evermore will reign; 

at the end of the age when the earth You reclaim, 

You will gather the nations before You. 

And the eyes of all men 

will be fixed on the Lamb 

who was crucified, 

for with wisdom and mercy 

and justice You‟ll reign 

at Your Father‟s side. 

 And the angels will cry: ‘Hail the Lamb 

 who was slain for the world, rule in power.’ 

 And the earth will reply: ‘You shall reign, 

 King of all kings and the Lord of all Lords.’ 
 

There‟s a shield in our hand and a sword at our side, 

there‟s a fire in our spirit that cannot be denied; 

as the Father has told us, for these You have died, 

for the nations that gather before You. 

And the ears of all men 

need to hear of the Lamb 

who was crucified, 

who descended to hell 

yet was raised up to reign 

at the Father‟s side. 

 And the angels will cry . . . 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4fdwKGZvZw

