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Call to worship 
 

 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul 

O, my God, in you I trust. 

Open our ears to hear you, O Lord, 

our hearts to love you and our wills to follow you.                                

                                                                                                          Psalm 25 
 

Opening Prayers 
 

Loving God, we gather in your name 

seeking  your truth. 

We come to learn your paths 

seeking your way. 

You are the God of our salvation: 

we come to worship you. 
 

Hymn: Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 
 

Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour, 

first-begotten from the dead, 

thou alone, our strong defender, 

liftest up thy people's head. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

Jesu, true and living bread. 
 

Here our humblest homage pay we, 

here in loving reverence bow; 

here for faith's discernment pray we, 

lest we fail to know thee now. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

thou art here, we ask not how. 
 

Paschal Lamb! thine offering finished, 

once for all, when thou were slain; 

in its fulness undiminished 

shall for evermore remain: 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

cleansing souls from every stain. 
 

Life-imparting heavenly Manna, 

stricken Rock with streaming side, 

heaven and earth with loud hosanna 

worship thee, the Lamb who died, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

risen, ascended, glorified. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gq29FeQbKY


A Prayer of Approach 
 

God our Father, 

breaker of moulds, and giver of insight, 

challenge our attitudes, 

discomfort our mindsets and soften our hearts 

that we might see and respond to your purposes 

both this day and in the days to come. 

Amen. 
 

Collect 

Lord of creation, 

whose glory is around and within us: 

open our eyes to your wonders, 

that we may serve you with reverence 

and know your peace at our lives‟ end, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Bible reading: Matthew 21:23-32 
 

23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests 

and the elders of the people came to him. „By what authority are you doing these 

things?‟ they asked. „And who gave you this authority?‟ 
24 Jesus replied, „I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. 25 John‟s baptism – where did it come 

from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?‟ 

They discussed it among themselves and said, „If we say, “From heaven”, he will 

ask, “Then why didn‟t you believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin”– we 

are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.‟ 
27 So they answered Jesus, „We don‟t know.‟ 

Then he said, „Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
28 „What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 

and said, “Son, go and work today in the vineyard.” 
29 „“I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 „Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, “I 

will, sir,” but he did not go. 
31 „Which of the two did what his father wanted?‟ 

„The first,‟ they answered. 

Jesus said to them, „Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you 

the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 

him. 

 

 



Song: Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice 
 

Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice, 

you became nothing, poured out to death. 

Many times I've wondered at Your gift of life, 

and I'm in that place once again. 

And I'm in that place once again. 

And once again I look upon  

the cross where You died,  

I'm humbled by Your mercy  

and I'm broken inside.  

Once again I thank You,  

once again I pour out my life.  
  

Now You are exalted to the highest place, 

King of the heavens, where one day I'll bow. 

But for now, I marvel at this saving grace, 

and I'm full of praise once again. 

I'm full of praise once again. 

And once again I look upon  

the cross where You died,  

I'm humbled by Your mercy  

and I'm broken inside.  

Once again I thank You,  

once again I pour out my life.  
   

And once again I look upon  

the cross where You died,  

I'm humbled by Your mercy  

and I'm broken inside.  

Once again I thank You,  

once again I pour out my life. (repeat) 

 

Thank You for the cross, 

thank You for the cross, 

thank You for the cross, my Friend. 

(Repeat)   
  

Reflection 
 

George Ampat 

Watch on YouTube here 

Listen to the podcast here 

Read a transcript here 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGNi5qXo0ws
https://youtu.be/0iiDxttpjJc
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/parable-of-the-two-sons.mp3
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/the-parable-of-the-two-sons.pdf


A personal prayer 
 

 

God give me the grace to be able to respond to your call 

and the desire to put others first.  

Amen. 

Confession 
 

Lord, we are sorry: 

for the times when, fearing change or challenge, 

we become stubborn, overbearing 

and ride roughshod over others. 

Give us a new heart and a new spirit. 
 

For that proud and unyielding spirit that prevents us 

from admitting our faults and shortcomings, 

and so blocks the path to forgiveness and reconciliation: 

Give us a new heart and a new spirit. 
 

For neglecting important priorities, 

or making promises that we have little intention of keeping, 

without thinking of the consequences 

to family, friends, work or your kingdom: 

Give us a new heart and a new spirit. 
 

For our failure to seek your face 

when confronted by problems 

and issues that are difficult to resolve; 

forgetting that you are our Father, 

and we are your beloved children. 

Give us a new heart and a new spirit. 
 

Lord, help us to see that in serving you 

we find our true identity as your children, 

and discover how much you love us. 

Amen. 
 

Song: Turn your eyes  

Turn your eyes upon Jesus 

Look full in His wonderful face 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace 
 

Turn your eyes to the hillside 

Where justice and mercy embraced 

There the Son of God gave His life for us 

And our measureless debt was erased 
 

Jesus, to You we lift our eyes 

Jesus, our glory and our prize 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2tKVqZZiI4


We adore You, behold You, our Saviour ever true 

Oh Jesus, we turn our eyes to You 
 

Turn your eyes to the morning 

And see Christ the lion awake 

What a glorious dawn, fear of death is gone 

For we carry His life in our veins 
 

Jesus, to You we lift our eyes 

Jesus, our glory and our prize 

We adore You, behold You, our Saviour ever true 

Oh Jesus, we turn our eyes to You 
 

Turn your eyes to the heavens 

Our King will return for His own 

Every knee will bow, every tongue will shout 

All glory to Jesus alone 
 

Jesus, to You we lift our eyes 

Jesus, our glory and our prize 

We adore You, behold You, our Saviour ever true 

Oh Jesus, we turn our eyes to You (repeat) 

Oh Jesus, we turn our eyes to You 

Prayers 
 

 

God of all grace,  

we come to you in prayer again. 
 

God of all hope,  

we pray today for a world in need,  

a world full of stories of despair and pain. 
 

God of all love,  

show us what is ours to do  

amongst all the uncertainty and fear in our community,  

our nation and our world.  
 

Where, O Lord, are you calling us? 
 

Silence 
 

As the Coronavirus rumbles on  

and continues to dominate our news agenda  

and affect much of our way of life,  

we pray for all those most affected,  

those who are most isolated,  

most vulnerable.  

As support systems, charities, churches and infrastructures  



all feel the pressure of this prolonged time of lockdown,  

show us how we can be a force for love. 
 

Where, O Lord, are you calling us? 
 

Silence 
 

As many of the other injustices and inequalities of our world  

are not receiving the attention and focus that they should have 

because we continue to battle the Coronavirus,  

we pray for all who are victims of injustice.  

Show us how we can bring hope,  

bring change,  

demonstrate your love. 
 

Silence 
 

Today, we pray, where, O Lord, are you calling us? 

Amen. 
 

And as Jesus taught us so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
 

To God be the glory, great things he has done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

Who yielded his life in atonement for sin, 

Who opened the life-gate that all may go in: 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  

Let the earth hear his voice!  

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  

Let the people rejoice!  

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son;  

And give him the glory-great things he has done!  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-15v9iworAU


O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

To every believer the promise of God! 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives: 

Chorus  
 

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see: 

Chorus  
  

 

Closing prayer 

God be in my head, 

and in my understanding; 

God be in mine eyes, 

and in my looking; 

God be in my mouth, 

and in my speaking; 

God be in my heart, 

and in my thinking; 

God be at mine end, 

and at my departing. 
 

Blessing 
 

May we go, Lord God, 

to meet the needs of others 

and to share the love we have from you, 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen. 

 

Please stay in your seats and the wardens will usher you out. 

Take the worship sheet home or put it in the bin in the welcome area.  

Do not leave in church. 
 

 

 

 


