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Call to worship 
 

 

But you, O Lord are a shield around me;  

you are my glory,  

the one who holds my head high.                                                          Psalm 3:3 
 

Opening Prayers 

Lord, you have called us to come together; 

you have called us to turn from our sin; 

you have called us to worship you. 

In your name we gather; 

to your name we offer our praise. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn: Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour 
 

Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour, 

first-begotten from the dead, 

thou alone, our strong defender, 

liftest up thy people's head. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

Jesu, true and living bread. 
 

Here our humblest homage pay we, 

here in loving reverence bow; 

here for faith's discernment pray we, 

lest we fail to know thee now. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

thou art here, we ask not how. 
 

Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished 

once for all when thou wast slain, 

in its fulness undiminished 

shall for evermore remain, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

cleansing souls from every stain. 
 

Life-imparting heavenly Manna, 

stricken Rock with streaming side, 

heaven and earth with loud hosanna 

worship thee, the Lamb who died, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

risen, ascended, glorified. 
 

A Prayer of Approach 
 

Lord God of all that has been, 

all that is and all that will be, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gq29FeQbKY


we have all been born and one day we all will die, 

but today is a day when all of us are gathered together, 

either at home or in church, 

and we are here to worship and praise you. 

Accept, O God, 

all that we bring and all that we offer, 

in the name of Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Collect 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 

 upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 

grant that your people may be fervent 

 in the fellowship of the gospel 

that, always abiding in you, 

they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Bible reading: Philippians 1:18b-26 
 

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and 

God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn 

out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be 

ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be 

exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and 

to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour for 

me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire 

to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for 

you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I 

will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that 

through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on 

account of me. 
 

Song: Speak, O Lord 
 

Speak O Lord, as we come to you 

to receive the food of your holy word. 

Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 

shape and fashion us in your likeness, 

that the light of Christ might be seen today 

in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 

all your purposes, for your glory. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=my90e3a_nlM


Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 

holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 

in the radiance of your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 

your majestic love and authority. 

Words of power that can never fail; 

let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 

help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 

that will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we'll stand on your promises, 

and by faith we'll walk as you walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, till your church is built 

as the earth is filled with your glory. 
 

Reflection 
 

Revd Ian Mainey 

Watch on YouTube here 

Listen to the podcast here 

Read a transcript here 
 

A personal prayer 
 

 

In trial and tribulation,  

God of comfort, be near me. 

In loss and devastation,  

God of grief, grieve with me. 

In uncertainty and confusion,  

God of the way, show me a path. 

In want and in need,  

God of provision, provide for me. 

In times of sluggishness and laziness,  

God of patience, wait for me. 

In comfort and in joy,  

God of love, let me not forget you. 

Amen. 
 

Song: Have mercy O God 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7gY8pv1744
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/philippians1.mp3
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/philippians1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LxJ52urGB8&list=PLu8mfQRMKrc7FPlNXxBoIl7FicqejfThU&index=10&t=0s


Wash away all my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin 
 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy, 

the joy of your salvation. 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin 
 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy, 

the joy of your salvation. 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin 
 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin 
 



 

 

Confession 
 

Almighty God, 

we don’t always know how we got to where we are, 

and we certainly don’t always know where we are going; 

we don’t always choose the right path, 

and we certainly don’t always follow it; 

we don’t always deal well with the struggles of life, 

and we don’t always give thanks for the joys of life either; 

we don’t always think of the effects that our choices 

cause to others, near and far. 

We are too often selfish, 

wanting what we want no matter what the cost to others. 

Almighty God, forgive us, reassure us 

and cradle us within your forgiveness. 

Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 

For our intercessions, we will hold three short periods of quiet, in which each of 

us is invited to bring our own prayers to God. 
 

Firstly, we pray for those close to home, calling to mind the name or the face of 

somebody in our own family, amongst our church congregation or a close friend. 

In the quiet, we hold them and their situation up to God. 
 

Silence 
 

Living God, you know our hearts and our hurts.  

We commit them to you now, and invite you to come close to those we have 

prayed for, bringing them your healing, your comfort, your hope. 
 

Secondly, we pray for situations further afield – taking a moment to pray for 

something we have heard in the news that troubles us, or for someone we have 

never met but whose story has affected us. In the quiet, we hold these people and 

situations up to God. 
 

Silence 
 

Living God, you know the pains of your world. It can feel like a dark world when 

we switch on the news, or read our newspapers.  In the darkness, bring your light. 

In the conflict, bring your peace. In the brokenness, bring your healing. 
 

Finally, we spend a moment praying for the church: perhaps this church 

congregation, the wider Christian church, or all people of faith. In the quiet, we 

pray for all who are gathering in worship today. 
 

Silence 
 



Living God, help us – your people – to be your hands and feet in the world. May 

we find ways to be an answer to prayer, to bring transformation in our own lives, 

communities and our world. 
 

Merciful Father,  

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  
 

And as Jesus taught us so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 

Hymn: Who would true valour see 

Who would true valour see, 

let him come hither; 

one here will constant be, 

come wind, come weather; 

there's no discouragement 

shall make him once relent 

his first avowed intent 

to be a pilgrim. 
 

Whoso beset him round 

with dismal stories, 

do but themselves confound; 

his strength the more is, 

No lion can him fright; 

he'll with a giant fight, 

but he will have a right 

to be a pilgrim. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiSAjwtpFUc


 

 

 

Hobgoblin nor foul fiend 

can daunt his spirit; 

he knows he at the end 

shall life inherit. 

Then, fancies, fly away; 

he'll fear not what men say; 

he'll labour night and day 

to be a pilgrim. 
 

Closing prayer 
 

Lord, give us a way to go, 

a path to follow, 

a purpose to fulfil 

and meaning to our deeds.  

Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The peace of God go with you wherever you travel,  

the power of God protect you in every journey,  

the spirit of God strengthen you for every task;  

and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,  

be amongst you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

Please stay in your seats and the wardens will usher you out. 

Take the worship sheet home or put it in the bin in the welcome area.  

Do not leave in church. 
 

 
 


