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Call to worship 
 

Jesus says: ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,  

and I will give you rest.  

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me;  

for I am gentle and humble in heart,  

and you will find rest for your souls.’ 
 

So let us come to the Lord Jesus. 

And let us seek his rest. 
 

Opening Prayers 
 

Romans 7:18: “for I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.” 
 

God of Grace 

we come before you today with good intentions, 

longing to please you. 
 

We come before you today  

leaving the messiness of the past week behind, 

setting aside the things we often prioritise over you. 
 

We come before you today with thankful hearts; 

grateful for your grace that is poured out upon us 

thankful for the good we have done,  

ashamed of those things we should not have done or thought. 
 

We come before you today knowing that you change us, 

and even if we are apprehensive about the changes you want to see in us, 

we open ourselves up for transformation of our life.  
 

We come before you today: 

  take our good intentions,  

  take the messiness of our lives,  

  take the best of us, 

  take the worst of us,  

  take our willingness to be changed,  

  take us as individuals  

  take us as a community 

  and weave it all into the fabric of your kingdom.  
 

May your words of grace, that our sins are forgiven speak to us this day.   

Take us, use us, change us, Lord. 

Open our hearts in worship, so that we might see more of You.  Amen 
 

Song: All creatures of our God and King 
 

All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voices let us sing: 

hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Bright burning sun with golden beams, 

soft silver moon that gently gleams: 

 O praise Him, O praise Him,  

 hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=all+creatures+of+our+God+and+Kingy+Lyrics&&view=detail&mid=8AA10719D91FE44E59398AA10719D91FE44E5939&rvsmid=7C286B2EC9BBD21C135D7C286B2EC9BBD21C135D&FORM=VDRVRV


And you with mercy in your heart, 

forgiving others, take your part, 

O sing now, hallelujah! 

All you that pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God and cast on Him your care: 

 O praise Him . . . 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 

(repeat) 
 

Let all things their Creator bless, 

and worship Him in humbleness, 

O praise Him, hallelujah! 

Praise God the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, Three-in-One: 

  O praise Him . . . 
 

Collect 
 

 

God of constant mercy, 

who sent your Son to save us: 

remind us of your goodness, 

increase your grace within us, 

that our thankfulness may grow, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Bible reading: Matthew 11:25-30 
 

25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, 

Father, for this was your good pleasure. 

27 ‘All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the 

Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him. 

28 ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.’ 
 

Reflection: Revd. Ian Mainey 

Listen to the podcast here  

Read the text of the reflection here 

 

Confession 
 

Lord, we like to think of ourselves as self-reliant; 

that we don’t need anybody’s help. 

Though the furrow be long and the going tough, 

we will plough it alone. 

That is what is admired in this world, Lord: 

https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/matthew11.mp3
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/matthew11a.pdf


pride and self-sufficiency, never giving in. 

But you see that this is the way of slavery: 

you offer us a different yoke, 

and we confess that we barely understand it, 

for your yoke is light and easy, 

a balm to our shoulders and a lightening of our load. 

We confess the need of your help, your guidance, 

and we fall into step with you. 

Amen. 
 

Song: Everlasting God 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

 

Our God, You reign forever 

Our hope, our strong deliverer 
 

You are the everlasting God 

The everlasting God 

You do not faint 

You won't grow weary 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 
 

Our God, You reign forever 

Our hope, our strong deliverer 
 

You are the everlasting God 

The everlasting God 

You do not faint 

You won't grow weary 
 

You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings like eagles 
 

Our God, You reign forever 

Our hope, our strong deliverer 

'Cause You are the everlasting God 

The everlasting God 

You do not faint 

You won't grow weary. 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=eternal+god+we+come+to+you+lyrics&&view=detail&mid=E9881FF4961A887C30B6E9881FF4961A887C30B6&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Deternal%2Bgod%2Bwe%2Bcome%2Bto%2Byou%2Blyrics%26go%3DSearch%26qs%3Dds%26form%3DQBVRMH


You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings like eagles 
 

From everlasting 

To everlasting 

God, you are everlasting 
 

Prayers 
 

 

Living God, we come before you in this time of prayer. 
 

We do not always understand the power of prayer,  

and feel overwhelmed by the enormity of the task –  

the desire to speak to you openly and honestly  

about ourselves, our world, our faith. 
 

As we pray Lord, we ask you to move us  

beyond our doubts and our uncertainties.  
 

Move us by your Spirit. 
 

Lord, we believe. Help our unbelief. 
 

In this time of prayer, O God, we bring you a world in need,  

a world in pain, a world seeking for hope, for joy, for peace.  
 

We hold up all those affected by the Coronavirus: 

all working on the front-line to support those most in need; 

all those enabling our lives to continue to function; 

all those working in hospitals and health centres around the world; 

all those seeking a vaccine and at the fore-front of research. 
 

We bring to you all those whose lives have been made worse by this virus: 

those who have lost loved ones; 

those who are living with symptoms; 

those living in fear; 

those in situations, countries or environments  

that make it impossible to self-isolate or feel safe. 
 

We bring you all the concerns and fears in our world  

that have been ignored, overlooked or  

moved lower-down the priority list because of global attention on the pandemic: 

those without a home; 

those living in poverty; 

those living with other diseases or health conditions. 
 

We pray for all those seeking a better world. 
 

May we work together, in Jesus’ name, to bring about a better world. 

May I find my place, my calling, and know the Spirit moving through me. 

By the power of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

As Jesus taught us so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 



on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: O Jesus, I have promised 
 

O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve Thee to the end; 

be Thou for ever near me, 

my Master and my friend. 

I shall not fear the battle 

if Thou art by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if Thou wilt be my guide. 
 

O Jesus, Thou hast promised, 

to all who follow Thee, 

that where Thou art in glory 

there shall Thy servant be; 

and, Jesus, I have promised 

to serve Thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow 

my Master and my friend. 
 

O let me see Thy footmarks, 

and in them plant mine own; 

my hope to follow duly 

is in Thy strength alone; 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

and then in heaven receive me, 

my Saviour and my friend!  
 

A personal prayer 
 

Lord, you know how weary 

and bowed down we feel sometimes. 

We claim your rest for our soul. 

We come to you in our emptiness 

and cry to you for your fullness. 

Rescue us and fill us, Lord. Amen. 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=OH+Jesus+I+Have+Promised+Hymn&&view=detail&mid=BC1D3999BCB8A4B90453BC1D3999BCB8A4B90453&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DOH%2BJesus%2BI%2BHave%2BPromised%2BHymn%26FORM%3DVDMHRS


Closing prayer 
 

Though the road be long and weary, 

and the burdens hard to bear, 

go forth with Jesus, yoked to him, 

in friendship, love and prayer. Amen. 
 


