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A Shepherd to Follow 
 

Easter 4 

3rd May 2020 
A short act of worship for use in people's homes 

while our churches are closed. 
 



A prayer of approach 
 

We come to you this morning Heavenly Father  

knowing we are welcome. 

We come in the name of Jesus 

who has called us by name. 

We come meeting in our own homes  

separated from one another 

and yet knowing that we meet as one body,  

for we are united in you. 

We come in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

Hymn: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVrrqqFu2cg 
 

(Just listen to this being sung and let it uplift you in worship this morning) 
 

Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation;  

O my soul, praise him, for his is thy health and salvation: 

all ye who hear, 

now to his temple draw near, 

join me in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 

hast thou not seen 

how thy longings have been 

granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work, and defend thee; 

surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 

ponder anew 

what the almighty can do, 

if with his love he befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 

Let the 'Amen' 

sound from his people again: 

gladly forever adore him. 
 

Opening prayer 
 

Lord call us to worship you,  

but sometimes we find it hard.   

You call us to respond to your love and to serve those in need,  

but sometimes we don’t feel like doing so. 
 

You call us to help build heaven on earth,  

but we stumble at the first step. 

So loving Lord help us this day to worship you with all our being.   

Open our minds and our hearts to your love and forgiveness.   

Fill us with a sense of purpose,  

a sense of belonging,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVrrqqFu2cg


a sense of calling. 

That as we pray,  

as we read scripture,  

and as we ponder the things of yourself in this service,  

we may hear your still small voice speak to hearts,  

and may your spirit be upon us. Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

Trusting in the compassion of God, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Reading: John 10:1-10 
 

‘Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate, but 

climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the 

shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his 

voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But 

they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not 

recognise a stranger’s voice.’ 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 

understand what he was telling them. 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have 

come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the 

gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find 

pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 

life, and have it to the full. 
 

Reflection 

Listen to the podcast here  

Read the text of the reflection here 
 

A prayer of confession 
 

Generous God, you offer us abundant life, yet we ask for more; 

you offer us security and sanctuary, yet we often seek such things elsewhere; 

you offer us guidance and direction, and we ignore you and take our own way. 

We are sorry for our ingratitude. 

https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/john10a.mp3
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/john10a.pdf


We are sorry for our arrogance. 

We are sorry that we think we know best. 

Forgive us, renew us and restore us to abundant life in you, 

in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Song: The Lord's my Shepherd 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

  

     And I will trust in You alone, 

 and I will trust in You alone, 

 for Your endless mercy follows me, 

 Your goodness will lead me home. 
  

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

and He anoints my head with oil, 

and my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights. 

 And I will trust . . . 
 

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

for You are with me, and Your rod and staff 

are the comfort I need to know. 

 And I will trust . . . 
 

Prayers of intercession 
 

Loving God, we pray for those whose lives are empty; 

for all who feel alone and unloved; 

for those whose lives lack purpose. 

Lord of love, bring them abundant life. 
 

We pray for those whose lives are filled with anger and bitterness; 

for those who cannot let go of the past, 

and so have no present or future. 

Lord of love, bring them abundant life. 
 

We pray for those whose lives are filled with anguish and pain; 

for those who suffer depression; 

for those who are afraid to go out; 

for those who cannot see a way forward. 

Lord of love, bring them abundant life. 
 

We pray for all those affected by Covid 19,  

and all involved in responding to that virus,  

in hospitals and care homes,  

and for all those self-isolating in their own homes. 

Lord of love, bring them abundant life. 
 

Loving God, may your abundant life 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak


fill our world, our church and ourselves, 

in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
Hymn: Love divine, all loves excelling  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIIkToKqv4w 

(Again an unfamiliar setting but just let it minister unto you)  
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down: 

fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

all Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

visit us with Thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 
 

Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all Thy grace receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

never more Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 

glory in Thy perfect love. 
 

Finish then Thy new creation: 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see Thy great salvation, 

perfectly restored in Thee: 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise.  
 

Blessing 
 

Know then that God is with us 

even as the days look different. 

Let us ask what we can do  

to make God’s kingdom real for someone 

through what we do -  

be it by prayer,  

a conversations on the telephone,  

or a safe act of kindness. 

and may the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with us and remain with us always. Amen. 
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