
The Parish Churches of 

St James Birkdale and 

St Peter's Birkdale 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Easter 3 

26th April 2020 
A short act of worship for use in people's homes 

while our churches are closed. 
 

God has raised this Jesus to life,  

and we are all witnesses of it.  

Exalted to the right hand of God,  

he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit  

and has poured out what you now see and hear.  
Acts 2:32-33 



Opening prayer 
 

Here we are Lord,  

in the midst of confusing news stories and national lockdown. 

We are here, amongst fear and doubt,  

amongst busy key-workers and worried furloughed-workers. 

We are here, amongst quiet streets and busy hospitals. 

We are here, not sure what the future will hold,  

waiting for the next announcement,  

praying for the wider world where coronavirus  

will be far more damaging than it might be here. 

Amongst all this uncertainty, we turn to you, Lord God, 

for that blessed assurance. 

Come to us; abide with us,  

risen and holy God.  

Amen. 
 

Hymn: Blessed assurance  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDeiy9-t2GE 
 

Blessèd assurance, Jesus is mine: 

O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God; 

born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

 This is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Saviour all the day long; 

 this is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Saviour all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture burst on my sight; 

angels descending, bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

 This is my story . . . 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 

I in my Saviour am happy and blest; 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

 This is my story . . . 
 

Bible reading: Acts 2:22-32 
 

22 „Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 

know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God‟s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and 

you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God 

raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for 

death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him: 

„“I saw the Lord always before me. 

    Because he is at my right hand, 

    I will not be shaken. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDeiy9-t2GE


26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 

    my body also will rest in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 

    you will not let your holy one see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 

    you will fill me with joy in your presence.” 
29 „Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and 

his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on 

oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he 

spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, 

nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.' 
 

Reflection 

Listen to the podcast here  
 

A prayer of confession 
 

Peter was bold enough to stand in front of strangers and speak clearly  

and eloquently about you. 
 

Forgive us for the times when we should have spoken about you but were silent. 

Father, forgive us. 
 

For the times we did not have the words to say when talking to others about you. 

Father, forgive us. 
 

For the occasions when we have not set aside time to pray to you. 

Father, forgive us. 
 

We are sorry when we have forgotten about you in our busy lives. 

Father, forgive us. 
 

Thank you that you are a God who understands our weaknesses  

and is ready to forgive us when we confess our sins to you. 

Teach us how to grow stronger in love for you. 

Amen. 
 

Song: 'Jesus is Lord' - the cry that echoes creation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLJFpxOcGKk 
 

Special prayer of the day 
 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

Prayers of intercession 
 

As we come in worship we gather before the ultimate creator and in this moment of quiet we 

reflect on our world.  
 

[Pause] 
 

As we wonder at your creation we cannot help but see that through our actions and 

inactions, our desires and our greed we have caused our world to hurt, for that God,  

https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/9dd3b006-18a7-4568-8180-37224315cbd5/easter3.mp3
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLJFpxOcGKk


we are sorry.  
 

We give thanks to you Lord, for you are good, your love endures forever.  
 

Forgive us for the times this week where we have not thought the things you would have us 

think, have not said the words you would have us say and have not acted in the way you 

would have us act. In our moments of weakness where we have fallen short we ask for your 

mercy.  
 

Help us to see the world the way you see it, to recognise your creative, loving hand amidst all 

the uncertainty, pain and grief and help us to walk in such a way that shines your light upon 

the lives of all who we meet.  
 

We give thanks to you Lord, for you are good, your love endures forever.  

Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

Standing at the foot of the cross, 

as our Saviour taught us, we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: We have a gospel to proclaim 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXlojQCipg4 
 

We have a gospel to proclaim, 

good news for men in all the earth; 

the gospel of a saviour‟s name: 

we sing His glory, tell His worth. 
 

Tell of His birth at Bethlehem, 

not in a royal house or hall 

but in a stable dark and dim: 

the Word made flesh, a light for all. 
 

Tell of His death at Calvary, 

hated by those He came to save; 

in lonely suffering on the cross 

for all He loved, His life He gave. 
 

Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 

empty the tomb, for He was free; 

He broke the power of death and hell 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXlojQCipg4


that we might share His victory. 
 

Tell of His reign at God‟s right hand, 

by all creation glorified; 

He sends His Spirit on His Church 

to live for Him, the Lamb who died. 
 

Now we rejoice to name Him king: 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth; 

this gospel-message we proclaim: 

we sing His glory, tell His worth. 
 

A closing prayer 
 

Generous God, thank you for being with me today. 

In this coming week help me to remember what I have heard, said and sung. 

Remind me daily that, just as Peter did, I need to share my love for you with others. 

Be with me and all those whom I love this week and always. 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

We fix our gaze on the glory of the risen Lord,  

and are transformed by him from glory to glory;  

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always.  

Amen. 
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